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Women’s Tennis

BULLS POST BEST DOUBLES RESULTS EVER AT ITAS

 The University at Buffalo women’s tennis team posted one of the best fin-
ishes at the ITA Regional Championsips in the history of program. The Bulls’ 
doubles tandem of Denise Harijanto (Jakarta, Indonesia) and Diana Popescu 
(Alexandria, Romania/AL. I. Cuza) reached the final four for the first time 
after claiming four wins. In singles play, Harijanto and Smaranda Stan (Stantu 
Gheorge, Romania/Economic) each won a pair of qualifying round matches to 
advance into the main singles draw. In the main draw, both players picked up 
wins before bowing out.

HARIJANTO IMPRESSIVE IN BOTH SINGLES AND DOUBLES ACTION

 Junior Denise Harijanto had success in both singles and doubles play at the 
ITA Regionals. In singles competition, she was placed in the qualifying bracket 
where she had to win two matches to earn a spot in the main draw. Harijanto 
knocked off Boston College’s Alina Sullivan and Richmond’s Joanna Matuszc-
zyk in straight sets to reach the opening round. In the main draw, she disposed 
of Fairleigh Dickinson’s Julia Prantl and Boston University’s Francine Whu in 
straight sets, reaching the third round where she fell to eventual semifinalist 
Jennifer Stevens of Virginia in a tough 6-4, 6-4 battle. Harijanto matched last 
season’s singles success of Andreea Novaceanu, who also advanced into the third 
round of the 2007 tournament.
 In doubles, Harijanto and Diana Popescu made it to the semifinals, a plateau 
that no UB doubles team had ever reached before. In their four wins on the way to 
the semifinals, Harijanto and Popescu defeated three seeded opponents, including 
the number four and five tandems from Ivy League powers Penn and Brown.

STAN ROLLS INTO SINGLES DRAW

 Senior Smaranda Stan also had an impressive run at the tournament. Stan 
made the most of her inclusion in the qualifying rounds with a pair of victories 
as the top seed among the 32 players fighting for the final eight spots in the main 
draw. Stan rolled past Maryland’s Oksana Krutiyenko in her first match and then 
allowed just one game against Dartmouth’s Ryan Reichel (6-1, 6-0) to win a spot 
in the main draw. From there, Stan downed St. Bonaventure’s Manuela Marin-
Salcedo in a grueling 7-5, 7-5 decision to advance into the second round where 
she was defeated by another Maryland entry.

POSITIVE MARKS IN THE LEDGER

 With her 4-1 records in both the singles and doubles competitions, Denise 
Harijanto has taken over the team lead with seven singles victories this season. 
Harijanto had won seven straight singles contests this season before her ITA run 
ended in the third round. She went 3-0 in claiming a flight title at the Fall MAC 
Invitational at Western Michigan. She is also 5-2 in doubles play and is tied for 
the team lead with Diana Popescu with five doubles triumphs. Smaranda Stan is 
second on the team with six singles wins after her three successful conquests at 
the ITA meet.

2008-09 SCHEDULE AND RESULTS
September

Fri.-Sun.,12-14 at Princeton Invitational No Team Scoring

October
Fri.-Sun., 10-12 at Fall MAC Invitational No team scoring
Thu.-Tue., 23-28 at ITA Regionals No team scoring

January
Sat., 31 at Brown  11:00 am

February
Sun., 1 at Boston College 10:00 am
Sat., 7 MANHATTAN TBA
Fri., 13 at Syracuse 1:00 pm
Sat., 14 at Cornell TBA
Fri., 27 at Duquesne TBA
Sat., 28 at Pittsburgh TBA

March
Fri., 20 at Eastern Michigan* TBA
Sat., 21 at Toledo* TBA
Sat., 28 NORTHERN ILLINOIS* TBA

April
Fri., 3 at Miami (OH)* TBA
Sat., 4 at Ball State* TBA
Fri., 10 WESTERN MICHIGAN* TBA
Sat., 11 BOWLING GREEN* TBA
Sat., 18 AKRON* TBA
Wed.-Sun., 22-26 MAC Championships TBA
* Mid-American Conference matches
 Home matches in BOLD CAPS All Times Eastern

2008-09 INDIVIDUAL RECORDS
 Singles Doubles
Denise Harijanto 7-1 5-2
Sofya Ivanyuk 1-4 2-5
Jenelle Jones-Mitchell 1-6 2-2
Aleksandra Petrova 2-4 1-4
Diana Popescu 2-4 5-5
Smaranda Stan 6-4 1-4
Anna Subenkova 2-3 1-4
Diana Toia 2-3 1-4
Caitlin Turner 0-0 0-0


