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Outdoor Track & Field

BULLS COMPLETE RALEIGH RELAYS
 The University at Buffalo menʼs and womenʼs track and fi eld teams 
competed over the weekend at the annual Raleigh Relays. The meet, held at 
North Carolina Stateʼs Paul Derr Track, is one of the largest in the country with 
more than 70 schools sending athletes and gave the Bulls a chance to compete 
against some of the top schools on the East Coast.
 UB freshman Vanessa Roelofsen (Alma, Ontario/Norwell District) was 
the top placer at the meet for the Bulls. Roelofsen won the womenʼs javelin 
with a throw of 149-8 (45.63m). It was the second consecutive meet that she 
had won the event after setting the school record the previous week at the 
UNC-Wilmington Seahawk Invitational.
 The UB women also posted three fourth-place fi nishes, including a pair 
by Faith Thompson (Niagara Falls, NY/Niagara Falls). Thompson placed 
fourth in the shot put at 47-8.50 (14.54m) and in the hammer throw at 182-3 
(55.56m). Kelli OʼBrien (Clifton Springs, NY/Manchester-Shortsville) broke 
the school record in the 3,000-meter steeplechase fi nishing in 11:05.19, six 
seconds better than Hollie Rhodes  ̓2002 mark.

Carrie Hinners (Maple Grove, MN/Maple Grove) tied for seventh in the 
pole vault (11-1.75, 3.40m). 
 Four UB tracksters earned ninth-place fi nishes. Jenny Koeppel (Am-
herst, NY/Amherst) fi nished in the seeded portion of the 5,000-meter run in 
17:02.43. Jen Jezorski (Elmira, NY/Elmira Southside) fi nished the seeded 
1,500-meter run in 4:35.72 while Aleksandra Bykowska (Poznan, Poland/
Third High School in Poznan) turned in a 4:47.70 clocking in the unseeded 
fi eld. Stacy Downer (Philadelphia, PA/Dobbins Tech) ran a 56.96 in the 400-
meters.
 The UB womenʼs relay teams also placed four squads in the top-10 of its races, including a school record. The 4x400-meter 
team of Celestine Coney (Lyons, NY/Lyons), Patrice Coney (Lyons, NY/Lyons), Vashone Wallace (Lackawanna, NY/Lackawanna)
and Downer fi nished fi fth in 3:48.82 while the 4x100-meter team of Dana Ventrone (Pittsburgh, PA/Chartiers Valley), Charisse 
Everett (Rochester, NY/Edison Tech), Wallace and Downer fi nished eighth in 48.12. In the two other relays, usually contested at 
such large-scale events as the Raleigh meet, the 1600-meter sprint medley relay team of Downer, Everett, Wallace and Jezorski was 
sixth in 4:06.02 while the 4x1500-meter relay team of Jezorski, OʼBrien, Bykowska and Kate Kohout (Clarence, NY/Clarence) was 
seventh in 19:33.44, breaking the school record by 17 seconds.
 For the UB men, Gary Asbach (Grand Island, NY/Grand Island) was the top individual fi nisher with a seventh-place showing 
in the long jump. Asbach cleared a season-best 23-0 (7.01m), two inches better than last weekʼs showing at Wilmington.
 In the triple jump, Rayshon Higgins (Buffalo, NY/Timon/St. Jude) took ninth at 46-4 (14.12m) with Asbach placing 12th at 45-
5 (13.84m), improving his season-best by more than a foot.

Todd Joki (Saratoga Springs, NY/Schuylerville) reached the fi nals of the 110-meter hurdles after turning in a 14.59 clocking to 
place 13th in the preliminaries. Joki returned with a 14.41 showing in the fi nals to place ninth overall.
 In the menʼs relays, the 4x1500-meter team of Steve Strelick (Rochester, NY/Greece-Athena), Paul Riley (Buffalo, NY/Ca-
nisius), Dan Giza (Lancaster, NY/Lancaster) and Dan McKenna (Liverpool, NY/Liverpool) fi nished sixth in a school-record 
16:01.45. Two others posted 10th-place showings as the 4x800-relay team of Riley, Chris McClure (Trumansburg, NY/Trumans-
burg), Giza and McKenna fi nished in 7:45.92 and the 1600-meter sprint medley team of Ryan Brennan (Rochester, NY/Aquinas), 
Asbach, McClure and Onile White (Bronx, NY/DeWitt Clinton) clocked a 3:34.21.
 UB gets its fi rst taste of Mid-American Conference opposition next week at Ohio Universityʼs McDonaldʼs Invitational

2005 SCHEDULE AND RESULTS
March

Fri.-Sat., 18-19 at UNCW Opener M: 2nd of 8 W: 1st of 7
Fri.-Sat., 25-26 at Raleigh Relays No team scoring

April
Sat., 2 at McDonaldʼs Invite 10:00 am
Fri.-Sat., 15-16 at Bison Open 5:00 pm/11:00 am
Fri.-Sat., 22-23 UB OPEN 3:00 pm/10:00 am
Thu.-Sat., 28-30 at Gino Relays 11:00 am

May
Sat., 7 at Akron Open 11:00 am
Thu.-Sat. 12-14 at MAC Championships 11:00 am
Fri.-Sat., 27-28 at NCAA East Regionals TBA

June
Wed.-Sat., 8-11 at NCAA Championships TBA
All times Eastern. Home meets in BOLD caps.

WOMENʼS REGIONAL QUALIFIERS
Vanessa Roelefson (javelin) 161-9 (49.30m)
Faith Thompson (hammer) 187-9 (57.23m)
Faith Thompson (shot put) 48-11.50 (14.92m)

MENʼS REGIONAL QUALIFIERS
Todd Joki (110 hurdles) 14.31


