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BULLS  KEEP  CHARGING, BUT WIN ONLY TWO OF FIVE
Even though the University at Buffalo baseball team lost three

of its five games last week, it still managed to do a few things
that no other UB team had done since the team was reinstated in
2000 after a 13-year absence.

It started on Wednesday, when Buffalo won its 10th game of
the season in its 21st game, the fastest the team has reached that
mark since 1986, when the team also started the year 10-11. The
Bulls won the 10th game in style, blowing out the Golden Griffins,
16-0. Three Bulls pitchers combined to toss a one-hitter, another
first since reinstatement, and junior James Kingsley (Medina,
NY/Medina) sent two balls over the Demske Sports Complex
fence. Senior John Boom (London, Ontario/Catholic Central)
also added five RBIs, hitting two doubles as he went 3-for-3.

However, Buffalo’s good fortune against Canisius ran out in
the second game of the doubleheader as two third-inning home
runs by the Griffs helped spark an 8-4 win.

On Friday, Buffalo headed for a hornet’s nest when it opened
a series with Bowling Green, the Mid-American Conference’s
leading hitting team, which was coming off a three-game sweep
of MAC favorite Central Michigan. The Bulls held tough, until a
four-run eighth inning helped the Falcons to a 7-1 win.

Buffalo answered back on Saturday, though, as sophomore
Adam Ruszkowski (Utica, NY/Proctor) pitched 6 2/3 innings,
allowing three earned runs, and freshman Tony Kurtz (Newfane,
NY/Newfane) retired the last seven batters he faced to beat
Bowling Green, 6-4.

Bowling Green’s Burke Badenhop and Buffalo junior Matt
Johnson (Montague, MI/Montague) matched up in a pitchers’
duel on Sunday, with Badenhop allowing only four hits and
striking out nine to come out on top in the 1-0 win. Johnson
threw a five-hitter, allowing only a first-inning run.

ONE MORE FOR THE ROAD
Buffalo hits the road one more time this week, heading to Sal

Maglie Stadium for a 4:00 pm doubleheader with Niagara (6-17
overall). Niagara is led by Baseball America preseason All-Metro
Atlantic Athletic Association picks shortstop Reed Eastley, pitcher
James Avery and designated hitter James Alati.

On Friday, Buffalo travels to Miami (OH) to face the East
Division leaders. The RedHawks (20-11 overall, 4-2 MAC) have
four batters in the top 20 in the conference, including 2004 ABCA
All-American catcher John Slone.

Baseball

2005 SCHEDULE/RESULTS

February
Fri., 25 at Kentucky L, 3-4 (10)
Sat., 26 at Kentucky L, 7-10
Sun., 27 at Kentucky L, 9-11

March
Fri., 4 at Georgia Southern L, 1-13
Sat., 5 at Georgia Southern L, 6-14
Sun., 6 at Georgia Southern L, 5-8
Mon., 14 at George Washington L, 4-9
Tue., 15 at Maryland-Baltimore County W, 7-6
Wed., 16 at Towson L, 4-6
Thu., 17 at Coppin State (DH) W, 1-0, W 5-3
Fri., 18 at Towson L, 8-11
Sat., 19 at Towson W, 12-9
Sun., 20 at Towson W, 9-8 (7)
Fri., 25 at Maryland-Baltimore County (DH) W, 8-5, L, 5-3
Sat., 26 at Navy (DH) W, 7-2, W 2-0
Sun., 27 at Navy W, 8-0
Tue., 29 LE MOYNE (DH) Ppd. to TBA

April
Fri., 1 at Akron* L, 6-8
Wed., 6 at Canisius (DH) W, 16-0, L, 4-8
Fri., 8 at Bowling Green* L, 1-7
Sat., 9 at Bowling Green* W, 6-4
Sun., 10 at Bowling Green* L, 0-1
Tue., 12 at Niagara (DH) 4:00 pm
Fri., 15 at Miami* 3:00 pm
Sat., 16 at Miami* 1:00 pm
Sun., 17 at Miami* 1:00 pm
Wed., 20 ST. BONAVENTURE (DH) 1:00 pm
Fri., 22 OHIO* 3:00 pm
Sat., 23 OHIO* 3:00 pm
Sun., 24 OHIO* 1:00 pm
Tue., 26 BIG FOUR TOURNAMENT^ 3:00 pm
Wed., 27 BIG FOUR TOURNAMENT^ 3/7:00 pm
Fri., 29 KENT STATE* 3:00 pm
Sat., 30 KENT STATE* 1:00 pm

May
Sun., 1 KENT STATE* 1:00 pm
Wed. 4 CANISIUS (DH) 3:00 pm
Fri., 6 at Toledo* 3:00 pm
Sat., 7 at Toledo* 1:00 pm
Sun., 8 at Toledo* 1:00 pm
Fri., 13 CENTRAL MICHIGAN* 3:00 pm
Sat., 14 CENTRAL MICHIGAN* 1:00 pm
Sun., 15 CENTRAL MICHIGAN* 1:00 pm

* = Mid-American Conference matches
Home matches in BOLD CAPS held at Amherst Audubon Field

^Big Four Tournament held at Dunn Tire Park



BUFFALO QUICK FACTS

Location...................................................... Buffalo, NY
Founded .................................................................. 1846
Enrollment ........................................................... 27,255
Nickname................................................................Bulls
School Colors ................................ Royal Blue & White
Affiliation ...........................................NCAA Division I
Conference.............................................. Mid-American
President ..............................................John B. Simpson
Alma Mater................................. Cal-Santa Barbara ‘69
Interim Athletic Director ...............................Bill Maher
Alma Mater....................................Canisius College ‘89

BASEBALL STAFF
Head Coach ...... Bill Breene (Southern Mississippi ‘75)
Career Record.......................................79-189 (6 years)
Record at UB ........................................79-189 (6 years)
Assistant Coaches................Ron Torgalski (Recruiting)

Dave Borsuk (Pitching)
Neal Turvey (First base)

Field................................Amherst Audubon Field (500)
Dimensions ..................................330-385-400-385-330

TEAM INFORMATION
All-Time Record.................662-587-4 (.530) (46 years)
2003-04 Record .............15-39, 4-18 in MAC East (6th)
Lettermen Returning/Lost ....................................... 15/9
Starters Returning/Lost.............................................. 7/1
Pitchers Returning/Lost ............................................. 5/4

PROBABLE STARTERS

VS. NIAGARA, MIAMI (OH)
1B .... James Kingsley (Jr., R/R).323, 20R, 5HR, 23RBI
2B ........... Al Barbato (So., L/R) .255, 7R, 1HR, 12RBI
SS.... Joe Mihalics (Sr., R/R) .304, 20R, 4HR, 12RBI, 4SB
3B ............. Mike Folli (Fr., S/R) .284, 19R, 1HR, 8RBI
LF ......... John Boom (Sr., R/R) .247, 11R, 6 2B, 14RBI
CF .... Phil Vanhorne (Sr., R/R) .288, 16R, 6 2B, 14RBI
RF ..Andrew Wengert (Sr., R/R) .224, 9R, 4 2B, 11RBI

David Amaro (Jr., R/R) .309, 16R, 2HR, 15RBI
C ........... Dan Quinn (So., R/R) .354, 15R, 4HR, 13RBI

Amaro
DH ........................................................... Amaro, Quinn

Aaron Otto (Jr., R/R.) .312, 3R, 5H

PROBABLE STARTING PITCHERS
Tuesday (1). Matt Francavillo (So., R/R) 0-3, 8.82, 16.1 IP, 4K
Tuesday (2).. Sean McWilliams (Jr., R/R) 0-2, 6.39, 12.2IR, 9K
Friday......Chris McGraw (Sr., R/R) 1-1, 4.71, 28.2IP, 20K
Saturday..Adam Ruszkowski (So., R/R) 4-1, 5.67, 39.2IP, 18K
Sunday ...... Matt Johnson (Jr., R/R) 2-3, 5.05, 35.2IP, 16K

2005 BUFFALO BASEBALL -2-2-2-

FRESHMAN FOILS  FOES
In two outings this week, true freshman Kurtz dazzled, not

allowing a hit in 5 1/3 innings and picking up a win and a save.
Kurtz picked up a win with three innings of hit-less relief as he
combined with two other hurlers to one-hit Canisius on Wednesday
in a 16-0 rout. He struck out two in the game.

On Saturday, Kurtz faced seven Bowling Green batters, who
entered the weekend batting .308, tops in the MAC, and retired
them all, striking out four, including striking out the side in the
eighth to get his first career save. He also induced a two-out flyout
in the seventh with two runners on to preserve the 6-4 win.

GRIFFINS GO DOWN WITH A BOOM
Boom had a career day in the first game of Wednesday's

doubleheader against Canisius, as he went 3-for-3 with two doubles
and five RBIs in the 16-0 rout. Prior to Wednesday, Boom's previous
high-RBI game was four, as he hit a three-run homer against
Southern Mississippi on May 2, 2002. Boom is hitting .360 (9-for-
25) with runners in scoring position and is currently tied for third
on the team in RBIs with 14.

NO SAFE HAVEN FOR HITTERS
Ruszkowski, whose nickname is Haven,  tied a program record

since reinstatement in 2000 with his fourth win of the year on
Saturday at Bowling Green. Ruszkowski is 4-1 with a 5.67 ERA in
a team-high 39.2 innings. He has 18 strikeouts and only 10 walks.
He was also a part of the combined one-hitter of Canisius on
Wednesday, pitching the first three innings and allowing only a
first-inning hit.

MIHALICS KEEPS  ON HITTING
Senior shortstop Joe Mihalics (Tonawanda, NY/Timon-

St.Jude), who became the first UB player to cross the 200 career-
hit mark last week, was held hit-less on Sunday, ending his third
career hitting streak of 10 or more games. In the 10-game stretch,
the 5-7 shortstop went 18-for-43 (.419) to raise his batting average
from .255 to .316.

PITCHING COMES  AROUND
After Buffalo’s pitchers gave up 55 earned runs (8.58 ERA) in

the team’s first seven games, the staff has turned it around, pitching
four shutouts as the team has gone 11-7 since. The team ERA has
dropped to 5.86 and since that opening stretch, the staff has allowed
73 earned runs in 131 innings (5.01 ERA).

A LITTLE  BIT OF HISTORY
Wednesday's 16-0 dismantling of Canisius was the program's

most-lopsided win since a 19-1 win at Amherst Audubon Field
against Canisius on April 23, 2003 and the most runs the Bulls
have scored in a game since a 17-14 win against Niagara on April
24, 2003.


